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Introduction


The entry into force of the Amsterdam Treaty – in which the principle of sustainable development is firmly enshrined – provides the obligation for the assessment of existing initiatives as well as the further development of planned initiatives and measures to integrate the environmental requirements into sectoral policies, taking into account the diversity of situations in the various regions of the Community. The Transport Council welcomes the invitation by the Cardiff European Council in this context to establish a strategy for giving effect to environmental integration and sustainable development in transport.


The Council notes that at its joint meeting (Transport and Environment) of June 1998 it formulated a number of conclusions regarding this subject, noting in particular that an indefinite continuation of current trends in growth in demand for private and commercial road transport is unsustainable in relation to the environmental impacts.


Therefore, an integrated policy approach is needed covering the whole transport system, based on long term and intermediate environmental objectives, which have to be taken into consideration by all bodies and are required at all policy levels within the Union.


Progress to date


Different efforts have been made during the last years to consider environmental integration into transport matters. Significant progress has been made in particular on technical improvements to engines and fuels, on tile basis of Community legislation. However, until now no coherent strategy has been agreed on at Community level to tackle the challenge of developing an integrated and environmentally sound transport policy. Therefore the Council recognizes that it needs to give greater urgency to this, in particular in order to meet the Community's Kyoto commitments and the obligations provided for in the Amsterdam Treaty.


Need for further action


For incorporating the conclusions of the Cardiff European Council into European Transport Policy, a coherent strategy of short, medium and long term actions for better integration of environmental concerns in the common transport policy is needed. This includes measures:


to enhance fuel efficiency and reduce emissions and noise;


to make best use of the existing infrastructures;


to achieve a shift to less environmentally damaging modes of transport.


The Transport Council underlines that, as a first step, further progress at Community level is required, notably in the following fields:


Transport pricing and environmental costs;


The revitalization of rail transport and the promotion of inland waterways, maritime transport and combined transport;


The environmentally sound dealing with respect to external relations issues.


Concerning the desirable approach of transport pricing and environmental costs, the "Transport" Council will carry forward work on the issue of the integration of quantified environmental costs into transport pricing in the Community. The Council notes that the commission has convened an experts committee to debate the Commission's "White Paper an Fair Payment for Infrastructure Use" and stresses that the final goal should be a fair and efficient pricing system for all modes of transport.


Concerning the revitalization of rail transport, clue to several reasons, the potential of railways to contribute to sustainable development is not yet fully exploited. Taking into consideration the results of the ongoing discussion, the Transport Council reiterates the importance and its intention to work towards the adoption of the so called "infrastructures package". Greater use of inland waterway transport and maritime transport, notably short sea shipping, as well as combined transport, can also give an important added value to sustainable transport.


Concerning external relations, achieving sustainable transport In the Union is partly dependent on transport relations between the Community and third countries. With regard to the planned enlargement process, the Transport Council recognizes the need to apply the integration principle at the very beginning of the enlargement process. This is particularly relevant to encourage maximum use of environmentally friendly transport modes.


In addition to action on the three themes discussed above:


the environmental impact of rapidly growing air transport operations is a point of concern and a policy response should be developed aimed at ensuring a sustainable development of this transport mode (e.g., by further reducing aircraft noise and emissions),


the Council notes that research is being undertaken on the environmental appraisal of TEN�T with the intention of ensuring a better integration of infrastructure planning and environmental requirements.


environmental concerns will be significantly addressed in the key action on sustainable mobility and intermodality In the 5th EU-framework programme for research, technological development and demonstration activities;


a coordinated EU-strategy to make use of telematics within the transport sector to reduce environmental effects is of importance.


selected measures for improvement and harmonization of working conditions in certain transport sectors could have a positive impact on environmentally friendly transport modes and an the environmental performance of the transport system as a whole. in this context, the Transport Council takes note of the successful completion of social agreements in rail and maritime transport and of the existing proposals for regulations covering the working time in the road and maritime sectors and the Commission's intention to submit a proposal In the air transport sector.


Conclusions


The Transport Council notes that progress has been achieved to render Europe's transport system more sustainable. It recognizes, however, that a coherent short-, medium- and long- term strategy, including relevant intermediate and long-term environmental objectives, is needed in order to accelerate the integration of environmental requirements in the common transport policy. With a view to establishing this strategy, addressing the environmental implications of all modes of transport, the Council intends to draw up an ambitious yet pragmatic Community-wide work programme, with a clearly phased approach. A first report will be discussed by the end of 1999, in particular, in the light of the Commission's forthcoming communication updating the action programme for the common transport policy. In order to attain the objective of a sustainable transport system, all parties concerned must be involved in the process of further policy development including the industry.


In this context the Transport Council underlines that monitoring of transport trends and indicators is of central importance to devising an effective strategy. It notes the activities undertaken by the Commission to this effect and invites the Commission to continue its efforts by preparing a selection of indicators – both of transport trends and of the effects of policy measures to allow it to discuss if and how these can best be used in further developing the Common Transport Policy.


The Transport Council also recognizes that the Commission has presented a number of proposals, which offer a basis for a significant contribution towards a better integration of environmental requirements into the transport sector.


The Transport Council finally reiterates that, with respect to all existing and future initiatives, the new Article 6 Of the Treaty on the European Union, as it stands following the Treaty of Amsterdam, explicitly lays down the obligation for all bodies of the European Union to integrate environmental requirements into the definition and implementation of all Community policies, proposals and activities.
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