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Summary Report





Both the British and the German Council are working on studies on energy policy and environmental implications in their country. Therefore they arranged a joint meeting in order to exchange experience about the most important overlapping questions in this respect, as for example different competitive market models applied in their countries and how to achieve environmental goals in the liberalised markets. 


The discussion made quite obvious that the British pool market in general has more positive effects on the environment than the German system of negotiated third-party access. In UK it turns out to be an advantage for competition that the grids were formerly state-owned, whereas in Germany the (monopolistic) power-supply companies charge transmission fees. 


Furthermore, it was discussed to which extent renewable energy sources should be supported or preferred and what kind of implications would occur (subsidization, technical impacts, land-use planning approvals etc.).


For both councils, it was very helpful to discuss how to achieve similar environmental goals (emissions reduction etc.) within different types of liberalised market systems and which other problems (economic, social) have arose since the beginning of the reform.


At the end, the councils agreed that the exchange of experience should be continued in follow-up meetings together with other interested European councils. The Focal Point will coordinate such a follow-up meeting.





