Brussels, 13.10.98 /XI/ 024109�XI.1/TG/PM/tg D(98)





Subject:	Global Assessment of the Fifth Action Programme �on the Environment and Sustainable Development (5EAP)





Dear Sir/Madam,


In the Decision on the review of the Fifth Action Programme on the Environment and Sustain�able Development, the Commission is asked to present a global assessment of the implemen�tation of the Programme. The Decision was adopted by Parliament on 15 July 1998 and by the Council on 24 September 1998 and is soon to be published in the Official Journal.


The Fifth Environmental Action Programme (5EAP) provides a Community strategy for the period 1993–2000. It identifies five target sectors into which environmental concerns should be integrated (industry, energy, transport, agriculture and tourism), and presents a strategy with targets and objectives for seven environmental priority issues (climate change, acidification, biodiversity, water, urban environment, coastal zones and waste) and for management of risks.


This strategy is not limited to the Community level and therefore also addresses actions by Member States, local authorities and target groups (according to the principle of shared re�sponsibility). Furthermore, the 5EAP emphasises the need to strengthen the implementation of the Community legislation and to adopt a broader range of policy instruments for the environ�ment including market-based, financial and voluntary instruments. Dialogue groups should be established to reinforce partnership in the implementation of this strategy.


The Progress report on the review of the 5EAP undertaken 1995/96 (COM(95) 624 final) showed that integration has taken root, but with different speeds and therefore needs to remain a top priority in the further implementation of the Programme.


The Commission has started preparing a Communication to be published in the summer of 1999. The preparation includes assessing the implementation of the Programme and presenting the options for a new programme/new priorities beyond the year 2000. In the spirit of shared responsibility and partnership underlying the approach of the Fifth Action Programme, I would like to invite your organisation/authority to contribute to this assessment.


It would be helpful if you would base your reply on the following questions, taking into ac�count developments since 1992:


Do you agree with the objectives which were selected for your area/sector? Are they still valid (in light for example of new emerging issues)? Has the 5EAP been directly influential on strategies and actions in your area/sector?


Have the actions described in the 5EAP been implemented? If not, what were the obstacles? Try to quantify, when possible.


Were the proposed actions/instruments in the 5EAP adequate to fulfil the objectives and targets? If not, why? Were suitable indicators selected? If not, why? Were the timetables (if any) appropriate to the problems to be addressed?


What is missing to reach the objectives and targets not yet achieved?


What are the implications for the future?


Please feel free to provide successful case studies, difficulties encountered, or any other views, comments or criticism.


Please provide your response no later than 30 November 1998 in English or French, preferably in a Word document by e�mail to ines.seront@dg11.cec.be


alternatively by fax to +32 2 299 0895 or regular mail to


European Commission�Directorate-General XI/1�BU-3 03/43�Rue de la Loi 200�B-1049 Brussels


I look forward to receiving your input to this process.


Sincerely yours,


James Currie





PS: Please send your contribution simultaneously to the Focal Point:


DSH@eur-focalpt.org	or fax +44 1733 455110


Focal Point Information Service�c/o English Nature�Northminster House�Peterborough  PE1 1UA�England


Focal Point of European Environmental Advisory Councils
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Focal Point of European Environmental Advisory Councils


((Copy of a letter from:))


European Commission�Directorate-General XI�Environment, Nuclear Safety and Civil Protection


The Director General
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