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Europe's leading expert bodies advising governments on green issues will tomorrow (Thursday) call for environment to be placed at the heart of the EU's forthcoming sustainable development strategy.  Europe must "shift to a new concept of development," say the network of European Environmental Advisory Councils (EEAC), in a statement to be launched at a conference in Stockholm.

The EEAC's membership comprises some 30 advisory councils from 21 European countries, including some of the continent's most prestigious environmental think-tanks.  Nevertheless, it has had almost no public profile up to now.  This is its first ever "concerted effort" to influence EU environmental policy, and is likely to be followed by a more activist approach in future.

The target for the EEAC's report is a sustainable development strategy being drafted by the European Commission for submission to EU leaders at this June's Gothenburg summit.  Six key themes for the document were approved in December, and fuller details should emerge next month (ENDS Daily 3 January).

According to the EEAC, the strategy must accept protection of the environment as a "fundamental constraint," because its survival is "crucial for economic and social development in the long run".  The document must be "substantial," and contain clear objectives backed by quantified targets and indicators.  It must also receive "strong and continued backing" at the highest political level, including annual progress reviews by EU leaders.

A series of more detailed recommendations aim at "significant changes in the procedures of all European institutions" as a result of the strategy.  One proposal is for the European Parliament to create a new sustainable development committee.  Another is that the European Court of Justice should have powers to fine countries not meeting climate or other obligations entered into under EU commitments.

With an overall goal of achieving "far-reaching modifications" in production and consumption patterns, robust action is recommended in key policy areas such as energy, transport, agriculture, industry and nature conservation. The strategy "must focus on the need for very large reductions in carbon in the long term," the EEAC says, which will require a European carbon tax and restructuring of energy markets to encourage low-carbon technologies.

Other demands include a "high [EU] minimum rate of road fuel taxation," higher prices for air travel, a "radical reform" for the EU common agriculture policy so that only farmers that exceed legal requirements can gain financial support, a new strategy for chemicals including deadlines for phasing out certain substances, plus promotion of biodiversity in all forms of land use.  One novel proposal is that industry product stewardship schemes should be given statutory backing.

Follow-up:  EEAC (http://www.eeac-network.org), contact via

focal point at the Royal Commission on Environmental

Pollution (http://www.rcep.org.uk), tel: +44 20 72 73 66 35,

or conference host the Swedish Environmental Advisory Council

(http://www.hallbarasverige.gov.se/eng/vagar_till/miljovard/index.htm),

tel: +46 8 405 2013.  See also a press release

(http://www.eeac-network.org/workgroups/docs/010216-2nd%20press%20release%20-%20EEAC%20members.doc),

and the statement

(http://www.ends.co.uk/subscribers/envdaily/docs/eeac1.doc).
