Flemish policy plan on Mobility

Headlines of MiNa-Raad Advices (December 2003 – September 2004) 
1. Context

· This draft policy plan is an overarching document for all mobility-related issues for the Flemish government.

· The recent agreement of the new Flemish government (july 2004) confirmed the objectives and headlines of this strategic policy-plan.

· The substance of the policy plan shows some positive features:

· It starts from sustainable development as a concept for strategic transport-policies.
· It focuses on modal shift and incentives for alternatives to road transport and. 

· on policy-integration with other policy-fields and –levels.

2. Targets for sustainability
· The plan lacks sometimes clear commitments of Flemish government in the form of quantitative targets and corresponding indicators.
· The strategic targets must be more consistent with the strategic headlines and the specific measures of the plan.
· Concerning the environmental targets: unclear if the proposed measures are capable of realising these targets. 

· Especially the CO2-reduction targets are out of reach because measures focus dominantly on technology. There is no clear choice for structural measures to influence the demand for transport.
3. Four complementary strategies

· Solving mobility-problems requires policy-strategies on 4 levels. The plan must more explicitly build on this 4 strategy-levels.
· The level of need for mobility: economic and internalising instruments; look at side effects on urban sprawl.
· The level of mobility-modes: missing links for urban networks for public transport; active support for car share-systems.
· The level of traffic-systems: integrated CBA for new infrastructures; more attention for mitigation of negative impacts on nature and landscapes.
· The level of vehicles: too passive attitude; more active support needed for ISA-, bifuel- and hydrogen-technologies.
4. The ‘governance’ dimension

· A need for a legislative basis for policies concerning mobility, including aspects of planning, reporting and impact assessment (both for plans and projects).
· Preference for a frame work law which provides the basis for policies on both regional and local policies.

· Although policy-integration gets a lot of attention, the relationship between regional policies within Belgium (especially between Flanders and Brussels as Capital-region) must be strengthened.

· The plan must focus more on the development of economic instruments. The councils suggest several possibilities:
· Differentiate the price of a road vignette based on CO2- and other emissions.
· Reduce the fiscal advantages of firm-cars to the most eco-efficient ones.
· Strive for a smart kilometre-levy, differentiated on the basis of time, place and type of vehicle (if possible in cooperation with neighbouring countries).
