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WhyWhy thethe PMEPME??

•• FoundingFounding DeclarationDeclaration: : 
““TheThe EuroregionEuroregion is is intendedintended to to gogo beyondbeyond

thethe central central statestate’’ss developmentdevelopment
strategiesstrategies to to achieveachieve thethe articulationarticulation of of 
a a commoncommon spacespace orientedoriented towardstowards
sustainablesustainable developmentdevelopment and and 
environmentalenvironmental concernconcern””



Introduction

1. Cross-border co-operation in the EU and the Euroregions

2. The Spanish-French institutional context: the co-operation
framework of the Pyrenees-Mediterranean Euroregion

3. The Pyrenees-Mediterranean Euroregion: key policy sectors and 
implications for SD

4. Basic guidelines for a common sustainable development strategy

5. SWOT analysis about the practicability of drawing up a sustainability
strategy for the PM Euroregion

ConclusionsConclusions



AimAim and and AssumptionsAssumptions

•• Defining the functional preDefining the functional pre--requisites in requisites in 
view of the formulation and the view of the formulation and the 
implementation of a joint strategy for SD implementation of a joint strategy for SD 
in the PMEin the PME

•• Assumptions:Assumptions:
SD is a process that requires political will SD is a process that requires political will 
but also mobilization and management of but also mobilization and management of 
societal capacities around common goalssocietal capacities around common goals



WhatWhat is is thethe PMEPME??

•• A A projectproject of of widewide crosscross--borderborder cooperationcooperation set set 
up in 2004 and up in 2004 and mademade of 5 regions:of 5 regions:
CataloniaCatalonia, , BalearicBalearic IslandsIslands, , AragonAragon, , LanguedocLanguedoc--
RoussilonRoussilon and and MidiMidi--PyrPyréénnééeses

•• 14 14 milionmilion peoplepeople over 100.000 km2over 100.000 km2
•• 17% of 17% of populationpopulation and 14% of and 14% of thethe jointjoint GDP of GDP of 

FranceFrance and and SpainSpain
•• OneOne of of thethe 130 130 EuroEuro--regionsregions or equivalentsor equivalents

http://www.euroregio.eu/eu/AppJava/cat/vivir_en_la_euroregion/mapa_interactivo.js

http://www.euroregio.eu/eu/AppJava/cat/vivir_en_la_euroregion/mapa_interactivo.js


TheThe EuroregionsEuroregions

•• TheThe strongeststrongest exampleexample ofof crosscross--borderborder
cooperationcooperation bornedborned atat thethe endend ofof thethe 50s 50s 

•• TheThe multiplicationmultiplication of of thethe EuroEuro--regionsregions is a is a 
spillspill--overover effecteffect of of EuropeanEuropean integrationintegration

• the very idea of integration is synonymous
with the elimination of borders or the
reduction of their economic, social and
cultural impact



PME ObjectivesPME Objectives

•• EnhancingEnhancing economiceconomic, , researchresearch and and innovationinnovation
activitiesactivities in in SouthernSouthern EuropeEurope

•• AttractingAttracting internationalinternational investments   investments   
•• ImprovingImproving communicationscommunications withwith EasternEastern EuropeEurope

and and thethe MedMed area, and area, and integrationintegration withinwithin TEN TEN 
•• PlayingPlaying anan outstandingoutstanding rolerole in in thethe EuroEuro--

MediterraneanMediterranean partnershippartnership
•• PromotingPromoting sustainablesustainable developmentdevelopment
•• BoostingBoosting cultural and cultural and linguisticlinguistic diversitydiversity



ImplicationsImplications

•• TheseThese objectivesobjectives havehave crosscross--cuttingcutting
economiceconomic, social , social andand environmentalenvironmental
implicationsimplications requiringrequiring anan integratedintegrated
approachapproach ((sustainabilitysustainability) ) 



How to How to achieveachieve itit??

•• TheThe PME PME isis notnot a new a new levellevel ofof governmentgovernment, , butbut a a 
strategicstrategic agreementagreement forfor enhancedenhanced cooperationcooperation

•• TheThe challengechallenge isis toto putput in in practicepractice sustainablesustainable
policiespolicies involvinginvolving thethe severalseveral levelslevels ofof
governmentgovernment

•• TheThe additionaladditional challengechallenge isis thethe involvementinvolvement ofof
societalsocietal actorsactors

•• How How toto achieveachieve itit? ? ThroughThrough a MLG a MLG approachapproach
integratingintegrating publicpublic andand privateprivate actorsactors atat thethe
differentdifferent levelslevels (i.e. LA21, single regional SD (i.e. LA21, single regional SD 
strategiesstrategies) ) 



WhyWhy a a StrategyStrategy for for SDSD??
•• TheThe elaborationelaboration ofof a a commoncommon strategystrategy fostersfosters

cooperationcooperation betweenbetween contiguouscontiguous regionsregions

•• TransborderTransborder policypolicy--networksnetworks mobilisemobilise andand relate relate 
actorsactors; ; theythey generategenerate mutual mutual trusttrust andand commoncommon
interestsinterests

•• A SD A SD strategystrategy isis::
“a coordinated set of participatory and continuously
improving processes of analysis, debate, capacity-
strengthening, planning and investment” (OCDE). 



BenefitsBenefits

• The benefits of SD strategies derive both from the likely
outcomes in substantive terms, and the process itself, in 
terms of enhanced skills and collective learning:

1) improving decision-making processes and effectiveness
of sustainability-related public policies;

2) mobilisation of human, financial and institutional
resources aimed at attaining the SD targets;

3) distributing and allocating resources appropriately;
4) providing instruments for conflict resolution; 
5) building and developing the human and institutional

capacities necessary for managing sustainability.



InstitutionalInstitutional PrePre--RequisitesRequisites
• A clear long-term commitment is required at the

highest political level.
• The strategy must seek a consensus regarding the

vision of the future shared by the most representative
actors of the Euroregion

• Participation by the different actors is one key
features of the strategy

• Integrating economic, social and environmental goals
by means of horizontal coordination within and 
between the different regions

• Cooperation among the different levels is important 
for making the strategy coherent.

• Capacities must be developed and strengthened: 
evaluation of institutional, human, scientific and 
financial capacities of public and private actors to 
tackle a strategy of such characteristics.



A A stepstep byby stepstep processprocess

• The PM Euroregion is young. Therefore it is advisable to carry out 
specific activities aimed at increasing contacts before moving on to 
drawing up a full strategy (cross-border networks and forums, 
production and dissemination of informative material, common
structures and knowledge with multiplier effects). 

• Then it will be possible to move on to a longer term strategic
approach. This might be the appropriate moment to set up a 
Sustainable Development Advisory Council for the PME.

• The PME’s bodies and its leaders must act as policy entrepreneurs
to mobilise resources and opportunities.

• Sustainable development through cross-border co-operation has the
necessary potential to generate ideas, rules and values which can
facilitate collective learning by all the actors as a basic ingredient of 
the institutional capacities.



ThreatsThreats andand weaknessesweaknesses

• No any previous experience of Euroregional SD strategy
• The need for explicit political commitment
• Lack of support from both central governments
• Lack of technical and financial resources
• Lack of key actors public/private actors
• Lack of vertical and horizontal mechanisms of 

governance
• Institutional gaps between French and Spanish regions
• Different administrative traditions
• Lack of knowledge the key actors on either side of the

border have of each other
• The PME has not yet assumed functions relating to all 

the matters linked to SD.



OpportunitiesOpportunities

• Integration of economic, social and environmental
concerns through a strategic framework

• Substantial progress with regard to supra-regional 
integration and coherence.

• Greater mutual knowledge and learning
• Joint information management
• Strengthening of the institutional and technical capacities

necessary for moving towards sustainable development
• Greater capacity for influence in the EC’s SD related

networks and partnerships.



• Strengthening of cross-border co-operation
• A supra-regional contribution to the EU’s SD 

Strategy.
• An incentive for local and regional initiatives

already under way.
• Involvement of private actors in the joint

definition of problems and co-responsibility in 
solving them.

• An example for other Euroregions
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